






The roles of midwives and the way they related to women




The aim of this study is to elucidate the roles of midwives and the way they related to women
between the mid 1940s and mid 1950s, the period when home deliveries were most prevalent. As
a method of research, I interviewed a midwife who used to actively work in provincial areas.
Results of the study are as follows. Midwives played an important role in securing a sanitary
environment and protecting the well-being of puerperants and newborns by giving advice on
healthcare and assisting with deliveries. In doing so, she also educated people on sanitary and
health care. In order to make deliveries safe and easy, the midwife became proactively involved in
medical interventions based on medicine, which contributed to advancing the “medicalization” of
delivery. Moreover, in their relationships with women, the midwife was closely and continually
involved in their lives. The midwife provided support not only for deliveries, but also for the various
problem faced by women, who were in a vulnerable position, and thus had close relationships with
women.
Key words














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The roles of midwives and the way they related to women
ｐ.436．：高田市役所；1958. 
10）高田市史編集委員会編．高田市史　第２巻．
ｐ.708．：高田市役所；1958. 
11）森川政一．昭和前期上越医界史．新潟：森川政
一；2002 ｐ.21.
12）森川政一．昭和前期上越医界史．新潟：森川政
一；2002 ｐ.3－6.
13）上越市史編さん委員会．上越市史　通史編７．
ｐ.253－254．：上越市；2004．
14）大島村教育委員会．大島村史．ｐ.772．：大島村
教育委員会；1993．
15）３）と同じ
16）大島村教育委員会．大島村史．：大島村教育委
員会；1993．ｐ.772－773．
17）山口達也．第７章　桑取谷の人生．上越市史叢書
no.4 桑取谷民俗誌. ：新潟県上越市；1999．p．
353．
18）白井千晶．施設化以前の自宅分娩と現代の自宅
分娩の連続性と非連続性．助産婦．2000；54（3）．
ｐ.33－34．
19）大林道子．助産婦の戦後. ｐ.80-83．東京：勁草
書房；1989．
20）大林道子．助産婦の戦後. ｐ.84．東京：勁草書
房；1989．
30
新潟青陵大学紀要 第８号　　2008年３月
助産婦が果たした役割と女たちとのかかわり
